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Congo 


Diplomatic Families Begin Evacuation; Red Cross 
Hampered 


AB2501175294 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 25 Jan 94 


{From the “Focus on Africa’”’ program] 


[Text] Relatives of staff in the U.S. Embassy in the 
Congo have begun to leave the country today, four days 
after the ambassador’s residence came under fire from 
government troops. In the southern suburbs of the Con- 
golese capital, the security situation in strongholds of 
opposition leader Bernard Kolelas has been on the siide 
in recent days even though the Army has moved in to try 
to seal them off, and the American decision has been 
taken after consultations with the State Department. 
From Brazzaville, Antoine Mouyambala telexed this 
report: 


Around 25 dependents of embassy staff are to be evac- 
uated to the United States. Yesterday, the ambassador 
left his residence and moved in with one of his staff for 
the time being. The trouble took place on Friday [21 
January] evening when, during a period of four hours, 
soldiers took up positions on the terrace of a villa next 
door to the ambassador’s residence. Their fire was 
directed at the opposition stronghold of Bacongo, but 
several shots went wide and there are signs of some 50 
bullets having hit the walls of the ambassador’s resi- 
dence, damaged windows, and broken the windscreen of 
the ambassador’s car. 


It is now a week since the suburbs of Bacongo and 
Makelekele, which are under the control of opposition 
militias, were blockaded by government-supporting 
security forces. Although the interior minister has given 
assurances that the barricades are nothing more than 
routine checkpoints, the people of these areas do not 
dare walk around nor attempt to leave the areas. Buses 
and taxis are not serving the two suburbs. The Congolese 
Red Cross says that thanks to the blockade, it has not 
been able to carry out humanitarian work in Bacongo 
and Makelekele. But a member of the opposition in 
Bacongo told journalists by phone that people in the area 
were receiving food supplies thanks to transporters 
bringing supplies from villages in the surrounding 
region, which is the home area of opposition leader 
Bernard Kolelas. 


With both Bacongo and Makelekele being on the edge of 
Brazzaville, the security forces have been able to seal the 
suburbs off completely. But the resupply of the two 
suburbs is also guaranteed by traders on the River Congo 
between Brazzaville and Kinshasa. Meanwhile, violence 
continues to afflict other parts of Brazzaville, with acts of 
pillage and theft taking place every day. A group of 
people last night broke into the house of a West African 
trader and snatched 5 million CFA francs as well as 
other goods. 
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Opposition Accuses Government of ‘Warlike’ 
Pressure 


AB2501153294 Paris AFP in French 0821 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Brazzaville, 25 Jan (AFP)—The Congolese oppo- 
sition today accused the ruling power of organizing 
“military operations to establish a state of siege in order 
not to recognize the verdict of the arbitration commit- 
tee’ established to settle the electoral dispute before 5 
February. 


The arbitration committee is composed of seven inter- 
national magistrates in charge of examining 58 appeals 
for the cancellation of the early 1993 legislative elec- 
tions. These legislative elections, whose results after the 
first round were violently contested by the opposition in 
June and which led to a suspension of the vote, consti- 
tute one of the root causes of the political crisis that led 
to clashes between opposition militiamen and the presi- 
dential group in the southern suburbs of Brazzaville. 
After signing an agreement in Libreville last August 
which established the arbitration committee among 
other things, the elections resumed in October. 


In a communique, the opposition accused the presiden- 
tial group of organizing “warlike pressure and violence 
against civilians in the southern suburbs,’ where 
“armored cars fired 65 shells on Sunday night,” the 
statement said with no further details. For the opposi- 
tion, these shellings are aimed at “destroying the bridge 
over River Djoue,” which links the Brazzaville to the 
south of the country, and at preventing the southern 
suburbs from obtaining their provisions from the neigh- 
boring Pool Region. If this bridge is destroyed, “‘the 
opposition reserves the right to retaliate,” the statement 
said, threatening to “attack local radio and television” 
and to block all “air traffic.” 


Zaire 


Government Protests Congo Shelling of Kinshasa 


AB2501210094 Kinshasa Tele-Zaire Television Network 
in French 1900 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Excerpts] The minister of external relations, Professoi 
Mpinga Kassenda, today received the Congolese charge 
d’affaires in Zaire in order to brief him on the strong 
protest launched by Zaire against the activities of some 
Brazzaville gunmen who aim bullets and shells at Zaire. 
[passage omitted] 


Prof. Mpinga Kassenda granted an audience to (George 
Kitokoma Futa), acting charge d'affaires of the Republic 
of Congo in Kinshasa. The meeting took place at 1300 
[1200 GMT]. Its purpose was to register the Zairian 
Government’s strong protest against the misunder- 
standing currently prevailing between Kinshasa and 
Brazzaville. 
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In a press release, the Ministry of External Relations 
informed both the public and international community 
that during the night of 23 January, shells fired from 
Brazzaville, the capita! of the Republic of Congo, fell on 
various spots in the city of Kinshasa, especially at Camp 
Tshatshi. These missiles caused very serious material 
damage. The projectiles injured five persons, two of 
them seriously, because they landed on two homes. The 
Congolese diplomat was asked to inform his government 
about this incident and ask it to immediately take 
appropriate measures to ensure that these acts, which 
run the risk of compromising relations between the two 
countries, are noi repeated. 


New Parliament Appoints Leaders; No Premier 
Named 


AB2601114794 Paris AFP in English 1047 GMT 
26 Jan 94 


[By Mario Fiorito} 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, 26 Jan (AFP)—Zaire’s new parlia- 
ment, formed from two rival bodies, has appointed its 
leaders while aiming for agreement on the choice of a 
prime minister, authoritative sources said here 
Wednesday [26 January]. The president of the new 
parliament will be the archbishop of Kisingani, Laurent 
Monsengwo, who had chaired the High Council of the 
Republic (HCR) set up in 1992 by a national conference. 
His first deputy president will be the former head of the 
rival National Assembly, consisting mainly of supporters 
of President Mobutu Sese Seko, Anzulini Bembe, the 
sources said. 


The appointments were made in a parliamentary session 
late Tuesday, but the radical opposition had not named 
their candidate for premier of the central African 
country, prolonging a deadlock that has led to more than 
two years of political turmoil and economic chaos. The 
radical opposition coalition Holy Alliance has stated it 
wants the deputy chairman of the former HCR, Joseph 
Ileo, to be its candidate, but its self-styled allies want 
other candidates and said they have not been consulted 
by the Holy Alliance. [passage omitted] 


Maneuvers Behind Parliament’s Settlement 
Examined 

BR2501130194 Brussels LE SOIR in French 

25 Jan 94 p7 


{Commentary by Colette Braeckman: “Zaire: One Year 
of Maneuvering for a Parliament”} 


[Text] The new Zairian Parliament, known as the High 
Council of the Republic-Transitional Parliament, met in 
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Kinshasa. It was presided over by Monsignor Monsen- 
gwo, president of the former High Council of the 
Republic [HCR], who declared his pleasure at the 
“happy result” obtained by negotiators. The agreements 
concluded between the presidential sphere and the so- 
called ‘‘radical’’ opposition provide in particular for the 
unification of the two legislative assemblies, the adop- 
tion of a Single Act aimed at managing the transition, 
and a schedule for the forthcoming elections. The new 
Parliament will also have to appoint a prime minister. 


The appearance of this elephantine structure (780 mem- 
bers) in reality represents the end of a year of subtle 
maneuvering, intimidation, and obstructions aimed at 
dismantling what was established by the Sovereign 
National Conference [CNS], weakening the legitimacy of 
Tshisekedi and isolating him within the opposition, and, 
eventually, restoring the authority of the head of state. 
With the passing of time, the operation would appear to 
have been organized with a master’s touch: Initially, Mr. 
Tshisekedi was prevented from governing and was then 
dismissed after he tried to take control of the Bank of 
Zaire. Later, exactly a year ago, pillaging devastated 
Kinshasa and gave the authorities the opportunity to 
impose a merciless regime of repression. A few weeks 
later, members of the HCR were literally sequestered by 
the military. 


It was then, against a background of mutiny, ethic 
confrontation in the Shaba and Kivu regions, intimida- 
tion, and misery that the political phase was activated: 
the “political forces of the conclave,” with the blessing of 
Monsignor Monsengwo, formed a united front and 
issued counter-proposals to the conclusions of the CNS. 
The doubling of the institutions culminated with the 
appointment of another prime minister, Faustin Birin- 
dua, who was installed by a veritable show of strength, 
while Tshisekedi proved less than brilliant in his maneu- 
vering ability. 


It thus became necessary to negotiate and harmonize the 
declarations of both sides, as if the CNS, 30 percent of 
whose members were supporters of President Mobutu, 
had only been a partisan faction and not an assembly 
representing all sides. 


The composition of the new Parliament affirmed this 
watering-down of the CNS into a much larger group 
encompassing the members of the former Parliament 
and the 160 negotiators who accepted the agreements, 
marginalizing the hardliners of Tshisekedi’s Union for 
Democracy 2nd Social Progress [UDPS] party. 


This represents a fine victory for President Mobutu who 
had always refused to get involved in CNS affairs. This 
time, with a new majority in place, he will doubtless 
agree to recognize the new Parliament: All the more 
easily since, unless there is an upset, he has assured 
aimself of its control. 
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Ethiopia 


People’s Democratic Movement Renames 
Organization 

EA2501212994 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Summary] The Ethiopian People’s Democratic Move- 
ment [EPDM] third congress has decided that EPDM, 
which was struggling under the objective of national 
unity, will continue to struggle under the name of 
ANDM, or Amhara National’s Democratic Movement 
[bihere amara demokrasiyawi nikinake] for the interest 
of the Amhara people while upholding its basic demo- 
cratic principles. The congress decided this after 
assessing the organization’s yearly development and 
realizing that it should now shoulder its national respon- 
sibility, after approving the code of conduct as stipulated 
in the organization’s program. 


Kenya 


Aides Join Aidid in Nairobi; Meeting With Moi 
Reported 


AB2501120594 Paris AFP in English 1127 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Nairobi, 25 Jan (AFP}—Somali factional leader 
Mohamed Farah Aidid was joined in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi on Tuesday [25 January] by three of his top 
aides, freed from detention by the United Nations last 
week, officials said. General Aidid’s chief financier 
Osman Hassan Ali ‘Ato’ arrived in Nairobi aboard a 
charter plane from Mogadishu with his former co- 
detainees Mohamed Ha‘san Awale, the warlord’s 
advisor on international a. ‘airs, and Omar Salad Elmi, 
his former representative in Addis Ababa. 


Aidid, who has been in Nairobi since UN-sponsored 
peace talks collapsed in December, met President Daniel 
arap Moi in the western Kenyan town of Nakuru on 
Tuesday morning, Kenyan officials said. ““We’re pre- 
paring for further consultations with other factions since 
Addis was a failure,” Aidid’s spokesman in Kenya, 
Abdullatif Afdub, told AFP. 


A key Aidid ally, warlord Omar Jays, was also expected 
to arrive here on Tuesday from Addis Ababa later 
Tuesday, Soinali sources said. Abdullatif was unable to 
confirm revorts from Somali sources that Aidid’s enemy, 
self-styled interim President Ali Mahdi Mohamed, was 
also coming to Nairobi, possibly for Kenyan-mediated 
peace talks. 


Uganda 


Two More Alleged Burundi Coupists Arrive in 
Kampala 
EA2501180694 Nairobi KNA in English 1305 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Kampala, 25 Jan (KNA)—Two more Burundi 
Army officers who allegedly led the 21 October 1993 


EAST AFRICA 3 


abortive coup d’etat, in which President Melchior Nda- 
daye was killed, have fled to Uganda, raising the number 
to four, according to the state-run daily NEW VISION. 


In its Monday issue, the daily quoted Burundi Embassy 
officials in Kampala as saying that apart from Major 
Bernard Busokoza and Lieutenant Paul Kamana who 
fled to Uganda in November, “We have also learnt about 
the presence of two others in Kampala.” He said one was 
a commando but promised to reveal their names later in 
the week. 


Bujumbura alleges that Busokoza and Kamana entered 
Uganda through Zaire after the coup, in which President 
Ndadaye was killed on 21 October, had collapsed. 


The embassy officials further claim that the four wanted 
officers are moving with forged Zairian passports and 
fake names. “At least we have seen them several times at 
Sheraton and Speke hotels in Kampala,” they alleged in 
the interview with the NEW VISION. 


Last Wednesday [19 January], the Burundi ambassador 
in Uganda, Leonidas Havyarimana, called on Uganda’s 
internal security organization, ISO, chief Brigadier Jim 
Muhwezi and reportedly raised the same issue. Muhwezi 
is reported to have assured the envoy of Uganda’s 
readiness to track down the wanted officers. 


Uganda and Burundi have no extradition treaty, but on 
2 January, Muhwezi said if the coup plotters are cap- 
tured here, then international law will be applied or 
other diplomatic avenues will be explored. 


Other sources say President Yoweri Museveni had also 
assured Bujumbura authorities, who visited him on 30 
December, that the suspects would be apprehended if 
found in Uganda. 


Maj. Busokoza, who is said to be in his forties, had until 
the coup been managing director of Burundi Telecom- 
munications. Kamana, described as a young officer in 
his thirties, was a paratrooper. 


Second Group of NRA Troops Leaves for Liberia 


EA2601102794 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Excerpts] The second batch of 168 officers and men of 
the NRA [National Resistance Army] contingent to the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] forces in Liberia 
left this morning on a chartered flight to join their 
colleagues already in Buchanan. Speaking to the troops 
before their departure at Entebbe International Airport, 
the chief of combat operations, Brigadier Joram 
Mr« ne, urged them to be good ambassadors of 
Uganda. He said that the people of Uganda expect a 
successful execution of their peace mission with the 
highest discipline ever. [passage omitted] 


Today’s company, which was drawn from [the] 305th 
Brigade, was led by Major (Sam Lusuba), and this brings 
the total number of NRA troops in Liberia to 338 out of 
the expected total of 1,000 troops. 


Election Date Changed to 28, 29 Apr 


MB2501151394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1437 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 25 SAPA—The Transitional Execu- 
tive Council on Tuesday changed the date for South 
Africa’s first all-race general election from April 27 to 
April 28 and 29. Special votes will now be cast on April 
27. It was also decided to declare Friday, April 29 a 
public holiday. 


The council decision to alter the date was based on a 
recommendation from the seven-member management 
committee which steers the process. Concerns expressed 
by some council participants that the change could 
confuse voters were dismissed. 


Voters will be able to cast their votes between 7am and 
9pm on the polling days. 


The council further decided to advise President F W de 
Klerk to proclaim the election date this Friday. Political 
observers explained parties would have 10 days from 
Friday, January 28 to register for the election. 


Friday's proclamation effectively meant the final dead- 
line for a political settlement between the government 
and the African National Congress [ANC] and the 
Freedom Alliance could be stretched until the February 
7 cut-off date for the registration of parties. 


The ANC’s Mac Maharaj, defending the date change, 
said the management committee believed the change 
“will not cause a serious disruption”’. He said the reason 
for the recommended change was to coincide with the 
last weekend in April. A countrywide voter education 
programme would ensure the new dates “‘will be firmly 
imprinted on people’s minds”. 


De Klerk Signs Declaration for ‘Free,’ ‘Fair’ 
Election 


MB2601061294 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] There are strong indications that one of the most 
burning issues 1n the run-up to the election could be the 
question of intimidation. The National Party [NP] took 
the bull by the horns today when its leader, F.W. de 
Klerk, signed a declaration committing the NP io a free 
and fair election without intimidation. 


{Begin recording] [Reporter Ronel van Zyl] Today’s 
signing of the declaration follows complaints by the NP 
about ANC [African National Congress] intimidation in 
general and specifically during Mr. De Klerk’s western 
Transvaal road show over the weekend. During his 
three-day visit he was advised not to visit black town- 
ships. Mr. De Klerk said he had taken this advise 
because the ANC’s strategy was to disrupt NP meetings 
and he wanted to avoid any confrontation. He said a 
later assurance by ANC leader Nelson Mandela that all 
areas should be accessible to all political parties was not 
enough. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
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[De Klerk, in progress] All parties must go further. I 
think parties must bind themselves to discipline their 
followers and to act in the case where calls are not 
heeded, where instructions are not followed. 


[Van Zyl] In terms of the declaration, disciplinary steps 
will be taken against NP members found guilty of 
intimidation. Mr. De Klerk expressed the hope that 
other political parties would follow suit. The declaration 
offers a direct challenge to the ANC by leaving space for 
its leaders’ signatures as well. As far as ongoing talks with 
the Freedom Alliance were concerned, Mr. De Klerk said 
negotiations would continue despite the deadline. 


[De Klerk] Negotiations can continue and multiparty 
agreements can then, after an election, become part of 
the law of the land where all parties, or all significant 
parties, participate in a debate to reach an agreement 
and sign agreements with each other. It can be imple- 
mented and made law also after an election. [end 
recording] 


No Settlement Reached in ANC-Government- 
Alliance Talks 


MB2501210094 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2029 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 25 SAPA—The chances for an inclu- 
sive constitutional settkement hung by a thread on 
Tuesday night after another failed round of trilateral 
talks involving the government, the African National 
Congress [ANC] and the Freedom Alliance. The three 
sides were unable to break their months-long impasse, 
but the Freedom Alliance agreed to consider a written 
submission on the ANC’s position on Thursday. A 
government spokesman confirmed another trilateral 
meeting could take place on Thursday if the Freedom 
Alliance Executive responded favourably to the ANC 
position paper. 


Government chief negotiator Roelf Meyer remained 
optimistic a negotiated settlement was still possible. 
“The door should always remain open,” Mr Meyer told 
SAPA afterwards. He said there were two options facing 
the three parties. They could conclude a deal by 
Thursday night, only hours before President F W de 
Klerk proclaimed the April 27-29 election dates on 
Friday. 


Political parties have 10 days from proclamation to 
register their participation in the election. 


Mr Meyer explained once the election had been pro- 
claimed it would be virtually impossible to call a special 
parliamentray session to amend the constitution. 


The other option was that the parties could reach a kind 
of “gentlemen’s agreement” in terms of which the gov- 
ernment of national unity would make certain changes to 
the constitution immediately after it assumed power. 
However, Freedom Alliance adviser Mario Ambrossini 
on Tuesday night said he doubted whether the ANC 


FBIS-AFR-94-017 
26 January 1994 


would produce anythiig ‘vhich warranted optimism. 
“The talking is over,” he said. 


ANC negotiator Thabo Mbeki, who gave the under- 
taking to provide the Freedom Alliance with the ANC’s 
position in writing, denied Tuesday’s talks suffered a 
“complete breakdown”. There was still room to build on 
what had transpired at the talks. 


According to the Freedom Alliance, the change in for- 
tunes during the latest round of negotiations occurred 
late on Monday night. The ANC made a “complete 
backward somersault” 20 minutes before the end of 
seven hours of talks, Alliance Chairman Rowan Cronje 
told a press conference at the Bophuthatswana Embassy 
on Tuesday night. He was flanked by Inkatha Freedom 
Party President Mangosuthu Buthelezi, Bophuthatswana 
President Lucas Mangope, Conservative Party [CP] 
leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg, and Generais Constand 
Viljoen and Tienie Groenewald of the Afrikaner Volks- 
front. Mr Cronje said little or no progress had been made 
on a number of their demands, including for one instead 
of two ballot papers; more exclusive powers for the 
provinces; and, greater provincial constitution- making 
powers. Some progress had been made on the right of 
provinces to impose and collect their own taxes. He 
didn’t mention the Freedom Alliance demand for a 
Volkstaat [Afrikaner homeland]. 


“At the end we came to the conclusion we have come to 
the end of the road as far as negotiations are concerned,” 
Mr Cronje said. “There has been very little give on the 
part of the other side.” 


CP negotiator Tom Langley said the government and the 
ANC were “conniving” against the Freedom Alliance. 
“It can be very, very bad for the country,” he told SAPA. 
“I think they have a secret agenda, which is part of their 
(1992) record of understanding.” Part of the alleged 
agenda was to drive a wedge between Zulu King Good- 
will Zwelithini and Mr Buthelezi, and to break up the 
Freedom Alliance, according to Mr Langley. 


Mr Buthelezi told the media he had been put in a 
difficult position by the fact King Zwelithini had 
recently met with Mr De Klerk, who had given the king 
“certain undertakings’. The IFP leader did not elabo- 
rate. 


Gen Viljoen said he remained committed to negotiations 
despite the latest talks outcome. “One must keep on 
negotiating until all the options are exhausted. The 
alternative is too ghastly too contemplate.” 


The CP’s Dr Corne Mulder told SAPA those at the 
negotiating table ‘are the moderates”. ““We’ve pushed 
this process to try to get an inclusive settlement. "If 
there’s not a “<ttiement the moderates will be swept aside 
and the radicals will move in.“ 


De Klerk on Talks With ANC, Freedom Alliance 
Boycott 

MB2501184994 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1518 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 25 SAPA—The constitution could 
still be amended after the election to draw the Freedom 
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Alliance into the democratisation process, President F W 
de Klerk said on Tuesday. Addressing a news conference 
in Pretoria, Mr De Klerk said there was still hope an 
accord might be struck between the Alliance, the govern- 
ment and the African National Congress [ANC], adding 
*here were some “‘sensible”’ propos.ls on the table. 


His indications after Tuesday’s extraordinary cabinet 
meeting for a report-back on Monday’s trilateral talks 
were that “they have moved relatively nearer to each 
other and that the differences are bridgeable”’. “We will 
continue to make every possible effort to ensure through 
negotiations their participation is ensured,” Mr De 
Klerk said. He stressed there were time constraints but 
added the government was doing its utmost to avoid 
negotiations coming to an end. Failure to reach an 
agreement did not mean negotiations would necessarily 
come to an end. “If there is firm multiparty agreement, 
amendments to the constitution can then after the elec- 
tion become part of the law of the land,”” Mr De Klerk 
said. 


Turning to a possible boycott of the elections by the 
Freedom Alliance, Mr De Klerk said it would be a “most 
unwise” decision. The ANC had tried that with the 
elections of the tricameral parliament and had succeeded 
in bringing down the voting percentages but could not 
stop the three-chamber parliament which had made a 
tremendous contribution to the transition process, he 
said. ““Boycotting is an ‘alien’ method to use for political 
parties when it comes to elections.” The ANC had on its 
election list a number of people who had been “trained” 
in that very parliament, he added. 


Mr De Klerk said he intended to probe the “weak spots” 
reflected in the ANC’s election candidate list but would 
not elaborate further. He said he would proclaim the 
elections at the “‘earlicst possible moment”. 


Venda Official Appointed National Force 
Commander 


MB2501170894 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] The military ruler of Venda, Brigadier Gabriel 
Ramushwana, has been appointed by the Transitional 
Executive Councii [TEC] as commander of the national 
peace-keeping iurce. With his appointment he renounces 
the Venda leadeship and ceases to be a candidate on the 
ANC [African National Congress] election list. Members 
of the peace force will be deployed within the next five 
weeks following the completion of their training near 
Bloemfontein. 


TEC Demands Suspension of Government Salary 
Increase 


MB2501160394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1532 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 25 SAPA—The Transitional Execu- 
tive Council [TEC] on Tuesday demanded the govern- 
ment suspend its planned salary increases for senior civil 
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servants. The resolution evoked controversy within the 
TEC as goverument and National Party representatives 
rejected it. Government representative Fanie van der 
Merwe and the NP’s Leon Wessels argued the TEC had 
recommended its finance sub-council investigate the 
increases and report to the TEC next week. Any TEC 
decision on the increases should be made only after the 
sub-council had delivered its report, they argued. 


The increases were reported in a Sunday newspaper 
which speculated their effect would be to dramatically 
boost civil servants’ pensions for retirees after the April 
elections. Mr Van Der Merwe said the TEC had no way 
of knowing who exactly would be affected by its decision. 
The resolution was carried with government and NP 
disagreement. 


Azapo To Oppose Elections, Intensify Armed 
Struggle 


MB2601131894 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1129 
GMT 26 Jan 94 


[By Craig Doonan] 


{Text} Durban Jan 26 SAPA—The Azanian Peoples 
Organisation |Azapo] will step up its programme of 
Opposition to the Apmil elections and intensify the armed 
struggle until land is restored to blacks in South Africa, it 
said in Durban on Wednesday. 


“We in Azapo will intensify the struggle in all forms and 
all the components of the black consciousness move- 
ment, including the Azanian Liberation Army [Azanla], 
are urged to fight to the bitter end,” Azapo Natal 
Chairman Patrick Mkhize told a press conference. 


Blacks had been sold out by deals struck at the Kempton 
Park negotiating forum and Azapo was distributing more 
than 10 million pamphlets advising blacks not to partic- 
ipate in the “sham elections”, he said. 


Azapo would also prevent the National Party and the 
Democratic Party from recruiting black support in town- 
ships, he added. Mr Mkhize said the black consciousness 
army, the Azanian Liberation Army, would iniensify its 
military campaign although there was no specific pro- 
gramme of action against the April poll. 


“Azania will continue to fight until people are free,” he 
said. Only when land “stolen from black peuple by 
settlers” had been returned would there be true libera- 
tion. Voting in the April elections would be tantamount 
to blacks “rubber stamping the selling of their land for 
life’, he maintained. 


Mr Mkhize said he could not elaborate on Azanla’s 
military agenda as “‘it has its own programme of action”. 
He stressed, however, that Azanla would never become 
part of the national peace keeping force but would 
become “the army of the people when South Africa is 
free”’. 
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Asked whether Azanla would continue armed action 
after the elections, he replied: “As long as the aspirations 
of black people have not been met the struggle contin- 
ues.” 

He said the questions of homelessness, landlessness, 
poverty and hunger had not been addressed by Kempton 
Park negotiators. 


Mr Mkhize claimed Azapo was daily gaining support and 
had more than 20,000 members in Natal. 


‘Disgruntled’ ANC Members Stage Sit-In 


MB2501153494 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1338 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[By Craig Doonan} 


[Text] Durban Jan 25 SAPA—About 30 disgruntled 
members of the African National Congress [ANC] in 
northern Natal began a sit-in at the ANC’s Empangeni 
regional offices on Tuesday afternoon, demanding fresh 
elections for a regional executive committee. An official 
who wished to remain unidentified said about 30 mem- 
bers had occupied the office’s reception area by 3PM but 
“more are on the way”. 


The ANC’s northern Natal region has been riddled with 
division among the leadershin, particularly after last 
year’s elections in which former regional chairman 
Aaron Ndlovu was ousted and a number of trade union- 
ists were installed in top positions. Among thein is the 
new regional chairman Bheki Ntuli who, when tele- 
phoned about the sit-in on Tuesday, said: “Yes, there are 
problems, but let us handle them first.’’ He could barely 
be heard above the r oise from protesters in the office. 


The protesters’ primary grievance was the “irregular” 
appointment of the new regional executive committee, 
said the official. He said there was a number of discrep- 
ancies in the November elections, including unfair lob- 
bying and voting by unauthorized delegates. ““The people 
here want fresh elections and are unhapr ’ with the way 
elections were conducted last year” he said. 


Other demands included greater security for ANC mem- 
bers in the region and a halt to negotiations with the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP]. 


The new regional committee 1s dominated by perceived 
“moderates” who reportedly favour negotiations with 
the IFP in a region characterised by blocdy political 
conflict. 


Internal tensions in northern Natal led to a commission 
of inquiry last year and intervention by ANC National 
Deputy Secretary Walter Sisulu earlier this year. The 
inquiry examined grievances about last year’s regional 
elections and recommended they be declared null and 
void and the election be held again, according to a 
confidential ANC letter in SAPA’s possession. However, 
the letter states that a “self-centred” and “malicious” 
member of the ANC’s national working committee, had 
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with “unbridled” ambition manipulated the recommen- 
dations and the newly elected committee remained 
intact. 


When Mr Sisulu stepped in it was agreed that a “recon- 
ciliation” committee, comprising three members of each 
of the opposing groups, oversee the running of the region 
and attempt to resolve the dispute, said SAPA’s infor- 
mant. “But the current regional committee is taking 
unilateral decisions and people are unhappy,” he acded. 
He said Tuesday’s sit-in would continue until “our 
demands have been attended to”. 


IFP Official: Party Committed to New Local 
Governments 


MB2501192694 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1846 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Durban Jan 25 SAPA—The kwaZulu government 
and the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] were totally com- 
mitted to full participation in new local government 
structures, senior IFP official Peter Miller repeated on 
Tuesday. Speaking at a local government seminay in 
Durban, Mr Miller said there should be “no question” 
about kwaZul» and the IFP’s commitment to the Local 
Government Transition Act which was signed into law 
last week. This was in spite of the IFP and kwaZulu 
government having withdrawn from national negotia- 
tions on the act. 


At the signing of the act last week, Mr Miller caused 
excitement when he said the IFP would “participate fully 
and absolutely in third-tier government”. Some political 
observers said his announcement might have paved the 
way for IFP participation in national elections on April 
27. However, IFP national spokesman Ziba Jiyane said 
Mr Miller was probably just expressing his own “hope- 
ful” opinion. But, speaking in Pietermaritzburg on 
Monday, Mr Miller said IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi had personally endorsed his party’s full partic- 
ipaiion in new, democratic local government structures. 


In Durban on Tuesday, Mr Miller said he also had the 
full backing of the kwaZulu government in committing it 
to participation in transitional local government struc- 
tures. ““We’ll participate fully. We want to be part of the 
solution, not the problem. Let’s go into this process 
together, determined to make it work.” 


While Mr Miller is known to support IFP participation 
in the April 27 elections, a final decision on the party’s 
stance will become clear only at the weekend at a special 
general conference in Ulundi. 


Suspended PAC Official Clarifies Remarks 


MB2501190394 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1812 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 25 SAPA—Suspended Pan 
Africanist Congress [PAC] National Publicity Director 
Waters Toboti on Tuesday said he had not threatened to 
unleash chaos if his suspension went ahead. Mr Toboti 
said in a statement to SAPA his comments on Radio 
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Transkei earlier on Tuesday were in Xhosa and had not 
been properly translated in subsequent reports. ““What I 
said was people who suspend members of the organisa- 
tion on false premises are causing chaos and division in 
the party.” 


Mr Toboti said he still had not been told of his suspen- 
sion. Earlier, Jaki Seroke of the PAC’s publicity and 
information office told SAPA they were having difficulty 
contacting Mr Toboti to tell him of his suspension. 


On Saturday the PAC announced the suspension of Mr 
Toboti, Central Transkei Regional Secretary Mfanelo 
Skwatsha and Azanian National Youth Unity member 
Chargin Mabaso with immediate effect for criticising the 
PAC’s suspension of its armed struggle. 


Mr Seroke added the PAC had no interest in getting 
involved in a “slanging match” with Mr Toboti. A 
decision had been taken, he said. 


Communist Party Notes ‘Intelligence Networks’ 


MB2501171694 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1400 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] The SACP [South African Communist Party] 
claims that the National Party [NP] is using intelligence 
networks to run a smear campaign for electioneering. A 
member of the SACP Central Committee, Mr. Jeremy 
Cronin, has called on the NP to confirm or deny that the 
SACP’s facsimile and telephone lines have been tapped. 
He also called on the NP to explain its connection to the 
National Intelligence Service and to name all the Broed- 
erbond [Secret Afrikaner Brotherhood] members on its 
election list. 


South African Press Review for 26 Jan 
MB2601130294 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


SACP Influence in ANC Unknown, Confusing Factor— 
The South African Communist Party (SACP) has “been 
thrown on the defensive by charges that it is a domi- 
nant—and manipulative—influence in the ANC 
[African National Congress],” states a page 14 editorial 
in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 25 January. 
“SACP spokesman Jeremy Cronin, attempting to neutr- 
alise the propaganda, says only 34 of the 200 candidates 
are sACP members.”’ THE STAR believes, however, 
Cronin’s explanation “will not spike his opponents’ guns 
as long as the dividing line between SACP and ANC 
remains blurred. It is difficult to know where the SACP 
ends and the ANC begins, in regard to policy as well as 
membership.” “‘Those who favour the ANC have to 
recognise that a vote for the ANC is simultaneously a 
vote for the SACP, that the endorsement of bourgeois 
capitalists in the ANC is at the same time endorsement 
of the SACP’s ‘democratic socialists’. The sooner the 
SACP campaigns under its own manifesto and stands or 
falls under its own banner, the better for South Africa.” 


8 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC, Government ‘Obsession’ To Close Radio Preto- 
ria—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 
January in a page 4 editorial says the National Party and 
the ANC’s “obsession with closing down Radio Pretoria 
and other right-wing radio stations calls into question 
their political judgment, and highlights their similar 
approach when it comes to dealing with political oppo- 
sition.” The courts have ruled that Radio Pretoria is 
operating unlawfully, but this “legalistic approach,” is 
“inappropriate,” and “a transparent attempt by govern- 
ment to evade responsibility for its own decision.” 
BUSINESS DAY hopes it is a matter of time “before the 
airwaves are deregulated sufficiently to render unlawful 
the operations of quaint right-wing groups and others. In 
the meantime, given that the regulations are something 
of an ass anyway, it would make sense to turn a blind eye 
to technical contraventions.” 


CITY PRESS 


To End Township Rent Boycott Not Easy—The call by 
ANC President Nelson Mandela for an end to the 
“decade-long rent and service charges boycott would 
well provide the incoming government of national unity 
with one of its most intractable problems,” points out 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 23 January in 
a page 14 editorial. To upgrade townships to acceptable 
levels is going io require “billions of rands and decz Jes 
to achieve. And therein lies the trouble: While thes- 
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grievances remain, some people will feel inclined to 
continue with the boycott. The culture of non-payment is 
now deeply ingrained among residents and no matter 
how popular Mandela and the ANC might be, per- 
suading people to end the boycott is not going to be 
easy.” 


BEELD 


Concern Over Number of ‘Communists’ in ANC Elec- 
tion List—Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 24 
January in its page 8 editorial focuses on the ANC’s 
Strategy in its selection of parliamentary candidates. 
“There are the expected representatives of the internal, 
as well as the external wings of the ANC. The internal 
wing is further divided into two—the so-called "Robven 
Island factor’ and those that conducted the struggle from 
within structures of the national government.”’ What is 
“disturbing,” however, are the number of members from 
the South African Communist Party, who, “according to 
some sources, represent 13 names of the top 20 names on 
the list.” “Should the ANC get what opinion polls 
indicate, the major part of ANC representation in the 
cabinet will therefore be communis:..”” They will be able 
to hold key portfolios such as labor matters, information 
and security. The editorial further focuses attention on 
the implications and dangers of having so many commu- 
nist members in government, and concludes: “That there 
are several potential sharks in the ANC’s wave of candi- 
dates rolling toward us must not be doubted.” 
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Angola 


President Expresses ‘Optimism’ About Peace 
Talks 


MB2601082694 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] A total of 21 days have passed since the Lusaka 
peace talks resumed and some observers have already 
expressed skepticism about their outcome but, in an inter- 
view he granted to ANGOP in Luanda, President of the 
Republic Jose Eduardo dos Santos has expressed optimism 
about a negotiated settlement to the conflict. He made it 
clear, however, that it may take some time before an 
accord is signed. The Angolan head of state noted that the 
Nationa! Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{UNITA] has no option. He also said that there could be no 
military solution to Angola’s postelectoral crisis. 


[Begin Santos recording] Basically, the government and 
the Popular Movement for the Liberation cf Angola, 
MPLA, dia not prescribe, nor are they prescribing now, a 
military solution to the Angola conflict. We are deter- 
mined to find a political solution to the problem and it has 
been for that reason that we have on several occasions 
expressed a willingness to hold talks, discuss matters, and 
try to find a peaceful solution in a spirit of national unity 
and reconciliation. UNITA, however, has decided to 
follow the path of war and it took up arms in an attempt to 
take over. Obviously, that left us no alternative, we had to 
respond, and we have neutralized that attempt to take over 
by force. Now, we are convinced that UNITA will nego- 
tiate peace. [end recording] 


In his interview with ANGOP, President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos iouched on a number of current issues, notably 
relations between Angola and the IMF, allegations of 
corruption in power circles, and low salary levels. 


{Begin Santos rccording] It is my belief that, for as long as 
there is war, it will be very difficult—perhaps eve 1 impos- 
sible—to satisfactorily implement any government eco- 
nomic program aimed at a structural readjustment that 
wili correct current macroeconomic imbalances. [end 
recording] 


This was the first time [as heard] that the Angolan head of 
state granted an interview to a state-owned media organ. 


No Consensus Reached on National Police at 
Peace Talks 


MB2601101294 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 0600 GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] In Lusaka, there is no light at the end of the tunnel 
yet even though UN Special Representative Alioune 
Blondin Beye is now working against the clock because no 
consensus has been achieved yet on the futu'. national 
police force issue. Blondin Beye is now supposed to draw 
up the report that UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali will present to the UN Security Council meeting on 
Angola in New York on | February. Pedro Manuel, our 
special correspondent in the Zambian capital, reports that 
the negotiators, the mediators, and the observers are to 
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hold another plenary meeting today io continue discussing 
the national police issue that already took up the whole of 
yesterday. 

{Begin Manuel recording] Good morning, dear listeners. 
The future national police issue remains more difficult 
than had been expected. Because of the information 
blackout [preceding ‘ord in English], it is not known what 
the source of discora might be now. 


UN Special Representative Blondin Beye and the 
observers have already proposed the signing of an agree- 
ment on the specific principles that will govern the future 
national police, but that proposal has not yet been imple- 
mented because the negotiating teams have so far not 
reached an agreement. Nonetheless, the mediation and the 
observers have since 24 January continued to summon 
meetings to discuss the matter and some amendment 
proposals have even been put forward. 


According 10 one source, the discussions on specific prin- 
ciples di wind up yesterday, for instance, because 
someone p’ oposed changes to that document. Because of 
the information blackout, that source declined to say who 
had « --d the proposal or what it entailed. 


The proceedings are set to continue today. As for what they 
may produce, God alone knows. [end recording] 


UNITA Radio Reports ‘Some Progress’ 


M82501203594 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Jan 94 


| Text] Some progress has been made at the Angolan peace 
in Lusaka, the Zambian capital. According to international 
news agencies, the document presented by the mediators 
on 20 January enjoys at least 70-percent agreement from 
the involved parties. The sources also revealed that discus- 
sions on the national police could be concluded in the next 
48 hours. If this happens, then the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola and the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola-Laber party will begin to 
discuss the second point on the agenda, dealing with 
political issues, in this second round of peace talks. The 
next point to be discussed could then be national reconcil- 
iation, followed by the future role of the UN Angola 
Verification Mission. 


UNITA Notes ‘Fierce Clashes’ in Bengo Province 


MB2501210294 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Fierce clashes are taking place in Ucua and Ambriz 
in Bengo Province. In the face of this aggression, Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola [FALA] have been called upon to 
defend tiie people. The FALA chief of General Staff in the 
Northern Region has already urged his troops there to 
defend the people who are usually the main victims, as is 
the case in all wars. Our correspondent reports. 


Fierce clashes are taking place in Ucua and Ambriz. In the 
face of this war situation imposed by the air force and 
tanks of the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola [FAPLAj, we cannot speak [words indistinct] 
because people continue to dit in dozens. Some people 
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have been seeking refuge in their farms but in vain because 
FAPLA bombs follow the same direction. The people are 
the main victims of FAPLA attacks. According to a mili- 
tary source, FALA troops continue to offer great resistance 
to the enemy which [words indistinct] Cuban troops. 


Lesotho 


‘Deterioration’ in Situation Noted; Meetings 
Planned 


MB2501173894 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 1600 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] The Commonwealth delegation this afternoon held 
talks with the right honorable prime minister, Dr. Ntsu 
Mokhehle, and also with the minister of foreign affairs, the 
Honorable Matlejane Qhobela. Tomorrow at 9 o’clock in 
the morning the Commonwealth delegation will meet 
members of the diplomatic corps at the British High 
Commission. At 10:30 in the morning the Commonwealth 
delegation will have consultations with church leaders, 
politicians at noon, and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon hold 
talks with the army office commander and his military 
assistants. 


Meanwhile the Commonwealth Secretary-General Chief 
Emeka Anyauko, said that he is disturbed by reports of a 
deterioration in the situation in Lesotho and saddened by 
the loss of life and injuries which have resulted. Diplo- 
matic sources close to the military said it was still not clear 
why the two factions, based in separate barracks on oppo- 
site sides of the city, had started fighting. 


President To Meet Mandela, Mugabe, De Klerk 


MB2601064794 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0448 
GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 26 SAPA—Botswana President 
Ketumile Masire has invited African National Congress 
[ANC] leader Nelson Mandela to Gaborone for urgent 
discussions on the crisis in Lesotho. 


The ANC said in a statement on Wednesday Zimbabwe 
President Robert Mugabe had already arrived for the 
meeting in Gaborone on Wednesday morning. It said Mr 
Mandela would meet President F. W. de Klerk, who had 
also been invited to Gaborone, prior to the discussions. 


De Klerk, Mandela Arrive 26 Jan 


MB2601090294 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0849 
GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] Gaborone Jan 26 SAPA—President F. W. de Klerk 
and African National Congress [ANC] leader Nelson Man- 
dela arrived separately in Gaborone, Botswana, on 
Wednesday morning. 


Both men were met by Botswana President Quett Masire 
who escorted them to his offices in Gaborone from the 
airport. 

Later Wednesday morning (about 11.20 AM), Mr de Klerk 
is expected to meet Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mugabe at Mr Masire’s offices. It will be the first official 
meeting between the two southern African leaders. The 
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meeting will coincide with the Southern African Develop- 
ment Conference meeting in the Botswana capital. 


The military uprising in Maseru, the South African elec- 
tion and regional cooperation are expected to be among 
the topics to be discussed. 


Leaders To Consider Peacekeeping Force 


MB2601114594 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1110 GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] President F. W. de Klerk of South Africa and the 
ANC [African National Congress] leader, Mr. Nelson 
Mandela, arrived in Gaborone this morning for a meeting 
with Sir Ketumile Masire and President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe. 


The two South African leaders were met at the Sir Seretse 
Khama Airport by Sir Ketumile. On arrival they were 
taken to the Sheraton Hotel for consuitations, before their 
meeting at the office of the president. 


BOPA [Botswana Press Agency] says the talks have already 
started on the fighting that has been going on in Lesotho 
between rival factions of the Lesotho Royal Defense Force. 
Lesotho’s deputy prime minister, Mr. Selometsi Baholo, is 
also attending the meeting. Also attending are the foreign 
ministers of Botswana, Zimbabwe, and South Africa. Mr. 
Mandela is accompanied by the commander of the ANC’s 
armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], 
Mr. Joe Modise. 


Besides Dr. Chiepe, President Masire is accompanied by 
the minister for presidential affairs and public administra- 
tion, Lieutenant General Mompati Morafhe, who is also 
responsible for defense. The deputy commamander of the 
BDF [Botswana Defense Force], Major General Moeng 
Pheto, and the commissioner of police, Mr. Simon Hir- 
schfeld, are also attending the meeting. 


Before the talks, a spokesman for the South African 
government said one of the issues to be considered at the 
talks would be the formation of a Frontline States’ peace 
keeping force to be sent to Lesotho, with South Africa 
providing logistical support. He said the meeting will try to 
come up with a solution that will ensure that Lesotho is not 
dragged into a long-term problem. 


Mugabe To Propose Sending Troops 


MB2601115794 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1100 GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] A senior Zimbabwean Government official says 
President Mugabe is to propose that troops from Zim- 
babwe, South Africa, and Botswana be sent to Lesotho as 
a symbolic gesture. The official who did not want to be 
identified said in an interview that Mr. Mugabe wanted to 
send a clear message to rival army factions in Lesotho. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Leader Says Presence of UN Police 
‘Symbolic’ 

MB2601070294 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 20 
Jan 94 pl 


[Text] Afonso Dhlakama, leader of the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo], has described as symbolic 
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the presence of UN police in Mozambique and is 
demanding more be sent to protect the populations 
residing in areas controlled by his movement, allegedly 
because they are becoming unprotected due to the confine- 
ment of Renamo soldiers. 


Dhlakama says the UN contingent has not yet come to us. 
Only 123 policemen have arrived, which is practically a 
symbolic number, since it was suggested that 1,300 
policemen should be sent. The United Nations has not yet 
said anything on the issue, and time is passing. Dhlakama 
adds that the Mozambican police are playing around 
[brincadeiras] too much, and the population is without 
security in those areas where our forces are leaving for 
assembly points. 


Asked to comment on how the police were playing around, 
Dhlakama said the Mozambican police are partisan and 
still belong to the Mozambique Liberation Front [Fre- 
limo]. He said his organization’s political members and the 
population residing rural areas that had been occupied by 
Renamo lack protection now that the soldiers have left for 
assembly points. The presence of the UN police would 
guarantee the stability of those populations. Some people 
have been seen with pistols in those areas trying to 
intimidate our people. 7 })'s is happening in Zambezia and 
Tete Provinces, said the Renamo leader. 


A Mozambican official source said this is yet another of 
Dhlakama’s fabrication, stressing that all the policemen 
are duly identified so that they can be reported if they 
violate citizens’ rights and freedom. The same source said 
this fabrication is to justify the barrier created by Renamo 
around what it calls its areas, after its demand for the 
appointment of provincial advisers and the scrapping of 
irregular forces as a condition for access .» those areas. 


Meanwhile, Afonso Dhlakama says that areas controlled 
by Renamo are already open to all Mozambican political 
forces, noting that he does not know why the parties have 
not yet begun operating in those areas. The Renamo leader 
said, I do not know why they do not operate in our areas. 
We gave the green light a long time ago, and we told this to 
political parties as well as Frelimo. If they do not operate 
there, it could be because they are not yet ready, or they do 
not have means to reach the rural areas. There is, however, 
no restriction. I can even say that Renamo areas are 
disappearing and only one administration is remaining. 


Zimbabwe 


‘Serious Problems’ of Economy Analyzed 


MB2501170194 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1418 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Harare Jan 25 SAPA—Gross domestic product in 
Zimbabwe 1s expected to grow between four per cent and 
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five per cent in 1994, but the economy faces serious 
problems in trying to boost exports that are desperately 
needed to achieve sustained growth, the country’s leading 
bank reported on Tuesday. 


The December edition of the Standard Chartered Bank’s 
AFRICA QUARTERLY REVIEW issued on Tuesday says 
the economy, in its fourth year of an IMF stereotype 
reform programme, is beset b' a combination of falling 
tobacco earnings, a glut of mai_e, an unsustainable balance 
of payments deficit and a soaring debt burden. Farm 
Output, driven chiefly by maize and sugar, could grow by 
15 per cent, the second year of growth after the calamitous 
drought of 1992, taking it near its peak of ZD[Zimbabwe 
dollar]614-million in 1985. But production of flue-cured 
Virginia tobacco, the country’s most valuable export, was 
expected to decline in value to 230-million US dollars this 
year, 60 per cent lower than earnings in the 1991 bumper 
year of 560-million US dollars, and would remain in the 
doldrums for possibly another three years as a result of 
excess world production. As a result of abundant rains this 
season, the country could end the maize harvest with a 
costly stockpile of 2.5-million tons, and little opportunity 
to export within Southern Africa, as most countries in the 
region were likely to have surpluses. 


Last year had been “difficult” for mining, with the volume 
of output down 10 per cent in the first seven months, while 
value-added was forecast to drop five per cent to its lowest 
value level for seven years. The value of mineral output 
was expected to fall 7.5 per cent for the whole year. The 
bank speculated there was a chance of increased earnings 
from gold and ferrochrome exports in 1994. 


Merchandise exports fell by 275-million US dollars in 
1992, and were unlikely to regain their 1991 levels until 
1995, but even that projection depended on boosted metal 
and tobacco prices, which might not materialise. 


The current account deficit reached an “unsustainable” 18 
per cent of GDP in 1992, thanks to the drought and global 
recession, while the debt/GDP ratio rose to 86 per cent in 
1993 and the debt- service ratio (proportion of debt service 
payments to exports) were forecast to reach 31 per cent. 


Zimbabwe’s debt burden had quadrupled from ZD6.3- 
billion in 1991 to ZD26.2-billion in 1993, the bank said. 
Although in hard currency terms, the increase was “a more 
modest” 53 per cent, “it is clearly unrealistic to expect 
such inflow levels to continue,” and neither could the 
country sustain indefinite ‘“‘extraordinary financing” 
where it borrowed to replenish reserves at the rate of 
ZD400-million a year. 


The economy needed a strong export response soon, but 
the its post-independence track record had been poor, with 
export growth since 1980 at 0.4 per cent a year, and the 
indications for 1994 were that growth would be “sluggish.” 
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Benin 


Government Disperses Union March Without 
Incident 


AB2501190394 Paris AFP in French 1222 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Cotonou, 25 Jan (AFP)—BENIN PRESS 
AGENCY [ABP] has disclosed that on 25 January, the 
Beninese Government banned a demonstration called 
for by unions in protest against the social repercussions 
of the 11 January CFA franc devaluation. 


The press agency disclosed that security forces were 
positioned arouid the Labor Exchange and prevented 
thousands of people from going to the meeting point. 
According to ABP, the organizers of the demonstration 
subsequently called off the strike, accusing the govern- 
ment of not “respecting union freedom.” They stated: 
“We will fight to the end,” adding that they would 
“consult the grass roots” before deciding what to do. 


On 20 January, the unions called for a 120-percent salary 
increase and an over 300-percent increase in the statu- 
tory minimum wage to offset the increase in prices 
brought on by the devaluation. 


The CFA franc has been devalued by 50 percent in 
relation to the French franc, which was its currency of 
reference and convertibility. The exchange rate is now 
1Fr to 100 CFA francs instead of the previous rate of 1 Fr 
to 50 CFA francs. 


On 23 January, President Nicephore Soglo reiterated 
that a price freeze on basic commodities and a series of 
fiscal relief measures had been decided upon. He agreed 
to the “principle” of a salary adjustment but urged 
workers to accept a reasonable salary increase to avoid a 
damaging and illusory competition between salary and 
prices. 


[Paris AFP in French at 1506 GMT on 25 January ina 
similar, Cotonou-datelined item adds: “It has been 
observed in Cotonou that several thousands of people 
who tried to meet at the Cotonou Labor Exchange on 25 
January in response to a call by six unions dispersed in 
the early afternoon without incident after security forces 
had prevented them from gathering there. At 1400 
GMT, police were still patrolling the city center, banning 
all meetings. 


[““The union leaders, who had called for the strike in 
protest against the social repercussions of the 11 January 
CFA franc devaluation, have denounced the govern- 
ment’s “'antidemocratic attitude“ and decided not to 
attend the working session they were supposed to have 
held in the afternoon with President Nicephore Soglo. 


[In a communique issued on 24 January, the interior 
minister justified the banning of the demonstration by 
saying that he was informed of the organizers’ intention 
to round off the meeting with a march through the city 
only at the last minute. 
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(‘Minister Antoine Alabi Gbegan told AFP on 25 Jan- 
uary: ‘This march was not included in their initial 
request for permission to hold the meeting. I, therefore, 
preferred to ban the demonstration to avoid any inci- 
dents.””’] 


Unions Protest Ban on Rally 


AB2601084594 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio in French 1930 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Excerpts] President Soglo held consultations with busi- 
nessmen at the Presidential Palace this morning. The 
meeting lasted more than three hours and focused on the 
effects of the devaluation on commercial activity. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Trade unions did not attend this afternoon’s scheduled 
meeting with President Soglo in protest against the ban 
on this morning’s briefing rally. [passage omitted] 


In a communique issued this afternoon, the trade unions 
that have formed the interunion crisis committee said 
the ban is a violation of union freedom. The unions and 
organizers are basing their argument on a series of 
factors in an attempt to prove that they are being 
muzzled by President Soglo’s government. In concrete 
terms, they pointed out that the interior minister’s reply 
to the interunion crisis committee’s letter on this morn- 
ing’s meeting did not in any way question the holding of 
the meeting. Besides, the unions maintained that the 
holding of a union meeting has never required prior 
permission from the authorities. 


The interunion crisis committee also protested against 
the interior minster’s radio statement, which it described 
as untrue, and claimed it could lead to confusion. 
Concerning the interior minister’s radio statement on 
the 1315 news, the unions [words indistinct] directed at 
them. Furthermore, in light of this offensive, which the 
unions think is targeted at them, they are making an 
urgent appeal to all workers to be on standby to iollow 
directives and orders from the interunion crisis meeting. 
Finally, the unions in question, namely (CSA-Benin), 
(CGPD), (RSTB), (CFEB), (PINAD), (SYNTRAPAC), 
(SYNARES), (SYNCITRACEP) [expansions unknown], 
convene their activists for a briefing and protest meeting 
at the Cotonou Labor Exchange at 0800 on | February. 


Cote d’lvoire 


President Bedie Appoints New Supreme Court 
President 


AB2501225394 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 1900 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Excerpts] The institutional vacuum created by the res- 
ignation of Mr. Lanzeni Coulibaly was filled this 
morning. The head of state, His Excellency Henri Konan 
Bedie, this morning appointed a new Supreme Court 
president. He is Michel Koui Mamadou. Soon after his 
appointment, the new Supreme Court president resigned 
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from his post of deputy and announced that he would 
leave the Democratic Party of Cote d’Ivoire-African 
Democratic Rally [PDCI-RDA] because of the new 
responsibilities assigned to him. Here is the new presi- 
dent’s statement soon after his appointment: 


[Begin Mamadou recording] His Excellency President 
Henri Konan Bedie has just honored me by appointing 
me to the high office of the president of the Supreme 
Court of Cote d'Ivoire. In this solemn moment, I would 
like to sincerely thank him for fully trusting me—trust 
that I will strive to further serve. [passage omitted] 


I would like to stress that while accepting the functions 
of president of the high institution that President Henri 
Konan Bedie has assigned to me, I will automatically 
give up the post of deputy that I have been occupying. I 
cannot be a judge and parliamentarian at the same. My 
resignation is effective immediately. Similary, as of 
today I give up all my functions within the PDCI-RDA 
steering organs because of the neutrality demanded by 
my new responsibilities. [end recording] 


Mali 


Union Meets, Proposes Independent African 
Currency 


AB2501162094 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] The National Executive Bureau [BEN] of the 
National Union of Mali Workers [UNTM] held an 
extraordinary meeting yesterday. It called for a 50- 
percent general salary increase. The BEN also 
denounced the negative effects of successive structural 
adjustment programs. This reaction follows the 50- 
percent devaluation of the CFA franc. At the end of the 
meeting, the BEN issued a statement read here by 
Mamadou Doumbouya. 


[Begin Doumbouya recording] The UNTM National 
Executive Bureau held an extraordinary session on 24 
January. Drawing lessons from decades of development, 
it observed that Mali has been engaged in structural 
adjustment programs for more than 12 years. Mali is one 
of the rare countries to have fully implemented all the 
social and economic measures jointly adopted by the 
IMF, World Bank, and the government to ensure the 
country’s economic and financial balance. The structural 
adjustment programs created great chaos by sanctioning 
the liquidation of state companies and enterprises, 
causing the reduction of the salaried workforce through a 
wave of unprecedented retrenchments, and fostering 
voluntary retirement. 


The Malian franc, which is the expression of national 
sovereignty and an independent national development 
work tool, disappeared in favor of the CFA at the pegged 
rate of Fri to one Malian franc. The country’s return to 
the West African Monetary Union [UMOA] in 1984, the 
recent devaluation of the CFA franc, and the adoption of 
a blind liberal economic system have currently led to a 
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dramatic erosion of workers’ purchasing power by 
117.50 percent. This has also led to unbridled price 
increases despite appeals by government and the Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry of Mali. 


The various kinds of privatizations accepted by workers 
and the Malian people have only resulted in the deteri- 
oration of their living conditions, which they hoped to 
improve in the new multiparty and democratic context. 
Now more than ever, Mali, like former French colonies, 
is no longer free to determine its own economic and 
political options in the spirit of safeguarding African 
dignity. 

Consequently, the BEN strongly calls for the return to 
the use of a local Malian currency within a time period 
compatible with the Malian people’s thirst for dignity. In 
default of this, Mali must pledge to strive for the creation 
of a common independent African currency. The BEN 
calls for the total and immediate payment of promotion 
arrears that have accumulated from 1987 to 1993; a 
50-percent general salary increase; a 50-percent reduc- 
tion in IGER [expansion unknown] and its total aboli- 
tion for salaried female workers; and a 50-percent rise in 
the guaranteed minimum wage, as well as a corre- 
sponding readjustment of retirement and widows bene- 
fits. The BEN warns the government against any even- 
tual failure to ensure state authority in the enforcement 
of the freeze on essential commodities and the effective 
and permanent control. 


In the face of the capitulation of the UMOA heads of 
state summit on 10 and 11 January in Dakar, the 
UNTM, which is traditionally attentive to state prob- 
lems, cannot endorse measures that assault the dignity of 
Africans and the real independence of our country and 
forever compromise Africa’s development. It makes a 
vibrant appeal to all Malian workers and the entire 
people to get mobilized wholeheartedly for the defense of 
national interests. It calls on African trade union feder- 
ations to get more involved to work for the emergence of 
an economically integrated, politically free, and socially 
prosperous Africa. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Rights Group Expresses Confidence in Chairman 


AB26U1085094 Paris AFP in English 2112 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Lagos, 25 Jan (AFP)—The policy making body of 
the human rights group Campaign for Democracy (CD) 
has passed a vote of confidence in its national chairman, 
after he was accused of collaboration with the military. 
The vote of confidence was revealed in a communique 
issued here Tuesday [25 January] on the outcome of an 
emergency meeting of CD’s National Coordination 
Council, held at the weekend in Lagos. 


Last Tuesday, CD secretary-general Chima Ubani 
accused chairman Beko Rarnsome-Kuti of ‘“‘collaborat- 
ing” with the military and “compromising” the CD, the 
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umbrella group for pro-democracy and human rights 
associations in Nigeria. Ransome-Kuti has denied the 
charges. 


A two-day national convention of the CD is scheduled to 
begin February 4, during which issues related to the 
association’s internal problems as well as its future 
approach to national matters are expected to be dis- 
cussed. 


Human Rights Activist Challenges PRC Ethnic 
Composition 

AB2501153694 Paris AFP in English 1417 GMT 

25 Jan 94 


[Text] Lagos, Jan 25 (AFP)—A senior lawyer and human 
rights activist, Gani Fawehinmi, has issued a court 
challenge to the composition of the Provisional Ruling 
Council (PRC), Nigeria’s highest decision-making body. 


In a suit filed in a federal high court here Monday here, 
Fawehinmi asked the court to declare that the make-up 
of the council violates the ‘federal character” provision 
of the 1979 constitution. 


The main element is that four states that are home to the 
Ibo ethnic group in eastern Nigeria—Abia, Anambra, 
Enugu and Imo states—have only one representative on 
the 1 1-member PRC. 


Chief of Naval Staff Rear Admiral Allison Madueke, is 
the only member of Ibo origin. Six other members are 
from the north, three from the west and one from a 
south-western minority group. 


Fawehinmi said that minority groups who populate 
Akwa Ibom, Cross River and Rivers states, whence 
comes most of the crude oil that contributes more than 
90 percent of the nation’s annual revenue, are unrepre- 
sented. The council’s composition, he argued, is against 
the spirit of “federal character” and inimical to national 
unity. 


Under the “federal character” policy contained in the 
1979 constitution, each of Nigeria’s 30 states should be 
given equal consideration when making appointments 
into national bodies, organisations or agencies in order 
to promote national unity and command national loy- 
alty. 


According to Fawehinmi, renowned for devoting more 
than 20 years of his professional career to fighting for the 
rights of the poor and the underprivileged, the non- 
inclusion of any representative of the three minority 
states from the east in the PRC violates the 1979 
constitution. 


The constitution was reinstated by decree 107, promul- 
gated shortly after General Sani Abacha took power last 
November, replacing a short-lived unelected civilian 
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regime that had been installed in August by the outgoing 
junta of Genera Ibrahim Babangida. 


By going to the court to challenge the PRC’s composi- 
tion, Fawehinmi has added legal weight to complaints of 
“marginalisation” made against the government early 
this month by a group of Ibos. 


In a one-page advertisement in DAILY TIMES news- 
paper of last January 12, a group calling itself ““Con- 
cerned Igbos” (or Ibos), alleged that since the end of the 
Nigerian civil (“Biafra”) war in January 1970, the Ibos 
have been “‘persecuted, condemned and sacrificed”. 


An estimated one million people, including women and 
children, died in the war which lasted for 30 months. An 
attempt by the east to secede from the rest of the country 
triggered off the bloody war. 


The group also alleged that the Ibos have been denied 
prominent ministerial positions and posts in the federal 
public service, rarely appointed to head federal agencies 
or given either ambassadorial positions or “effective 
command of body of troops”. They specificaliy cited the 
fact that there is only one of their own number in the 
PRC, despite the fact that the Ibos represent one of the 
three main ethnic groups in Nigeria. 


Apart from the Ibos, several minority groups, particu- 
larly the Ogonis in south-eastern Rivers State, have 
recently heightened agitation for justice and fair distri- 
bution of the nation’s revenue. 


In the heat of a nation’s political crisis after Babangida 
annulled the outcome of a civilian presidential election 
last June, six of the seven states in the eastern part of 
Nigeria threatened to secede over what they called the 
injustice meted to thern by the federal government in the 
sharing out of the nation’s resources and political offices. 


Senegal 


Government Signs Letter of Intent With IMF 


AB2601103794 Paris AFP in French 2015 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Dakar, 25 Jan (AFP)}—Senegal and the IMF have 
signed a “letter of intent” by which Senegal will receive 
a 27-billion-CFA franc financial package, official sources 
disclosed in Dakar this evening. The agreement also 
provides for a 40-billion-CFA franc annual grant to 
Senegal over a period of three years as part of the backup 
measures following the devaluation of the CFA franc. 


A similar letter of intent is expected to be signed between 
Senegal and the World Bank this week, according to 
World Bank sources. Jean-Louis Sarbib, head of the 
Sahel division of the World Bank, told the media that an 
“agreement has been reached” and that “the Senegalese 
authorities are expected to announce this and to give 
details of the decisions made.” 
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